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Biography/Brief Intro for

Freedom Writer Sue Ellen Alpizar
By the time Sue Ellen Alpizar entered Erin Gruwell’s English class her junior year of high school she had already experienced homelessness, domestic violence, molestation and losing a love one to a terminal illness.  Despite having a learning disability, Sue Ellen has been able to achieve something she thought she would never achieve- educational success.  Within a year Sue Ellen raised her high school GPA from a 1.8 to a 4.0.  She graduated from Wilson High School in 1998 and is currently completing her Bachelor’s degree in Chicano Studies and Professional Students at Cal State University, Long Beach.   Sue plans to continue for a Ph.D. and one day teach at the college level.  Sue also works full time for the Freedom Writers Foundation.  
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