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WRITERS




Freedom Writer
If being used as an introduction, please follow the italicized instructions.  

#1 Read this aloud:



By the age of 14, Cynthia Ray found herself supporting her own family by selling drugs.  Going to school and possibly college were luxuries she felt she could not even afford to dream of.  Between making sure her family had food on the table and hoping to once again avoid eviction, there was no time for normal childhood activities.  Cynthia’s mother did the best she could but struggled with mental illness and was barely able to function herself let alone care for a family.  Just before Cynthia turned 16, Child Protective Services intervened and removed Cynthia from her home.  By the time she began attending Wilson High School she had failed the 10th grade and missed more than half of the school year.  She had little hope that she would graduate.

Cynthia says that her experience as a Freedom Writer not only inspired her to graduate high school, but to walk away from a life of crime.  She says that her teacher Erin Gruwell believed in her when she didn’t believe in herself.  She taught Cynthia that not only could she go on to college and succeed- but that she deserved it.  

Since graduating high school, Cynthia has had a career in the mortgage industry and is currently completing her Bachelor’s degree in Occupational Studies.  She is considering pursuing a teaching credential, and also works as an Americorp volunteer.
Cynthia hopes to tell her story of triumph to help young people avoid the same difficulties she faced.  She is dedicating her life to bringing the same hope to others that once saved her life.


#2 Play DVD clip which speaker has brought
#3 Say something like:

 “I am pleased to introduce Cynthia Ray”.
For additional information please contact:

Lisa Smith, Freedom Writers Foundation, 562-433-5388 x106

Lisa@freedomwritersfoundation.org

P.O. Box 41505, Long Beach, CA 90853

www.freedomwritersfoundation.org
